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w The Places

In Bukovina. the common landscape consists of smooth
and steep slopes, calm and tight turns, straight and
r'r'inding roads crossine plains, partly forested hills
with grandiose woods, even if not as widespread as they
used to be villages grouped or spread along roads. Tidy
farmhouses and large houses speak of people's industry.

All these, despite that the number of traditional houses is

continuously decreasing. Other testimonies refer to the
people's faith. Here and there, on a peak or on a higher
place, there stands the villaee church. These churches
are rather recent generally, since the old ones, lrom the
14th, 15th, 16th and even the 17th century did not have
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a toller or belfry. \,r.ere sllrroundcd
bv vesetation ancl hidden b1 trecs.
One corild rnake a difference bctiveen
lhern ir-nd conlmon houses especiallv
based on their size and the crosses on
top, referling- to God's plesence.

T nlikc prli'lr t hrrrlhes. nrona\rer.ie\
I,\rere br-rilt in scciuded" fblested
spaccs. rvherc rrronks retired to pral.
arrd repent. Here" the faitlifi.rl, frorn
the Priricc and boyals to tlte conrrnon
people. r,ould find spiritual snpport
and advice. sometirnes er.err re{itg^e
drning lorei{n irrrasiorr: or. \^ar.
Leqcnrl. relct to 'ier.irire ntotnclt\
r'l.hen St.ephen the Great r.,.oulcl look
for Daniel the l{csvchast's rnoral
support. nho insteatl asired trrirn io
build rnonasteries Putna or Voronet
are such instances-
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\ci,..lr,lai s. l]tLutiiitstcri'i{jJ r.. r- srlrLri lrl LiLr{^ hr
-ii{}agts. tit,ost o{'len lal'ge arlr-[ i-i{.{_]5lieroijis {)ites.
tlnlre cli:n";lctcrigrl-ic sccillsiotl of''i-on'e is iloi,.' Eolle .

hlcler';hclless. tl:Lt-.r'r i'cr,1l;iin the irielrlic,il riir,ri

etrl o r i oil p reli /-ltli i r q tillc ge ll r-iii: t rit{tlL;r :i t.i r spi r,r t on'-

ilaa\ e| eli:l{t 1r,$rla 'riitl(}uche(n as tixu.l{th r,s l)ossiirjie"

'!tloila-slen;e,! ilnd r-:hurr.liles ar.e tLae rrarirx

attx'acl.i'oEs of' tlirls regioxl.,4.riloris ihellt thcle
ar'c {Xre ix,un'n(.1-,i,.idr-r {hnlotu; orlcs. 1.{-;i}t ilte, iul,
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ar1.l er.teilltal pairltings. inctrrrcled on fhe
\l,rorid Tleritaee d-ist .Arboi'e. T]umor.
I,ftrldovita, Pai-reriii. Frobota. St" George

{rhrlrch ol' Sl. Tolrn the lder'r. N"tronaster1,

of'Sucear-a. SLrccviia, \trrollct [rall a.lso

Putna. llrasorrrirrra" Bilines{i" tr{isca or
Baia. h,forrastic annj parish lifc cnlivens
eactl ot thern. transfouuing i.hese

establishnlents irrlo vivid spiriiual ancl

cutrtirral ccntres.
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Often, excellent nluseLlms display sometimes urri(llre or
rare medie\ral heritage items. rangiitg fi'om embroiderv
samplcs, manuscripts and liturgical silvenvare to icons,
firrniture, vestments and architectural iterns.

Some monasteries \\rhich were dissolved at the end of
the 18th century or in 1864 have resumed iheir activit,v.
Vost of them are no\lr inhabited by nuns r,r'ho lollorv their
spiritual vocation and are dedicated to tending 1o the
cuhural heritage preser"r'ed in thesc places of r,l-olship.
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'\lJ t{lc'se c}rurcixl:s. rxionastcfies a.t}dr}Lei br-rilr.{.ines 1rr o1:porrr.rrrirl,.,/Lr.resr

bcloilgirtg rlrt rlllelrl ale ll ndelgoinq rcston'a{-i{rn or erid fo1

ih c', ha..'r: i:l rcactr i.reelr l'esilol'edL.

lilrc sc,icriririiir' ;;r-lr-i lnaict'ial r:1f,orrls inl-ol-uec.l irl
['esto]aai-i.i]nt r.,onlr are ilnrnengc. rFol r'iecadts.

ah'eadi'sirircrt-- tXr,e 1950s. r,,iLh periodLs ol in{eltse
ac1i1:itx- oriliiXr iirtcmiipi.ions. nclet {heie ss

ui'.h l enla lnrahle l'esl.llis. tile I estr,-niltioll oi'
al'chitcctL.ll'c anr.l. nr ti'al pa.ilttiltgs nleil mt

ie{rorcrjL.ng cell-ain tuca!ures alcl in[i'or]Llr:intg

tirerr i.nir.r 11re pubnic cilt:uit. One aririitional
(l{)ll5e qill{lilCe i!-aS 1-hC i]eSL:lielIl .'nt. t]rre I anlrLe rlll'

tilc llo,tlaniall ;rr-cllitcclut'al restor':Iion srLrnol
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arrd {.}rc crea{iom of'a t}eri' one: the ftu_ti.iil }},uill{ir,{
i'cs i [)raI i o it sctrtr-,(] l.

1993 u-as a cTncial lear-. flra[ 1-ear" 7 r:]rurrhcs
r'r'ith extcrriitl nulral Lrairrtirres Ix,exe ilt.roLti;ccc[ on
LTNhSCO's \\bllcl Ficri{;rsl--- l.isi. 'f,nr.- lirsr ;rr.r.ioa

:lt'hier-elrrerlt 'ir';is ri he itol.ernaIi(.rnal pr(}jec:- loi' Lhc
'"ii-esiol'atio:r alitl Consen-ation oi.' t.lle Froho{.a
\!Jonrrstcl'r-"'. i.inclcr iXrc patrona€e of' lIN,[ii:CO. Xl
a'.ltj.ition to |ei.calir-lg a1'r cli'r:ptftrilarl lillil'al paruri11g
a."scrlbll- dating irotl PcLi'l Rares' i'eigir" t.'hc p: ujr.r I

ltlor.ccl rlha[ thrie is i,,l jtr,.rLi]t\( jroL"-l:tial fol.
colIabt,rr'aliorr anrtr d,lalogile trtct\,r.,eL?m :aecialis;s fiorn
r.lifibl'ent {ieids ancl counLlii:s. so irrs i'o lichlieht a

{a nrlasrl i c rn tr r':r. :rLr I d ar.t:h i lel t Lllal a.ssern ltlr'.
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